
Introduction to the Analysis of Drugs and Medi-
cines. By Burt E. Nelson. New York:
John Wiley & Sons. 1910.
Nelson's book fills a decided need, for with

the present more extensive drug analysis carried
on by government, state and municipal health
boards and private individuals, some small work
with tangible facts and methods such as this is
exceedingly valuable. The author gives both
the chemical and microscopic methods of rec-
ognizing drugs and chemicals. A most valuable
addition to this excellent work is a table of chemi-
cal compounds used in medicine, arranged accord-
ing to melting point, boiling point and carbon
contents. Any one who has wearily searched for
an unknown body in a mixture will appreciate
these tables.

The Surgery of Childhood. Including Orthopedic
Surgery. By DeForestWillard, A.M., M.D.
(Univ. of Penn.), Ph.D., Professor of Ortho-
pedic Surgery, University of Pennsylvania;
Surgeon (twenty-six years) to the Presbyterian
Hospital; Surgeon-in-Chief, Widener Indus-
trial School for Crippled Children; Ex-President
American Surgical Association, American
Orthopedic Association, Philadelphia Academy
of Surgery; Ex-Chairman Surgical Section,
American Medical Association; Fellow Phila-
delphia College of Physicians, etc. With 712
illustrations, including 17 in colors. Philadel-
phia and London: J. B. Lippincott Company.
Willard's handsome volume of 800 pages is

extremely worth while and is an important ad-
dition to our knowledge of the subject of surgery
of children. It is elaborate, it is inclusive, and
it makes clear to the reader the notable dis-
tinction which exists between the surgery and
surgical anatomy of children and the corre-

sponding surgery of adults. As the author says,
"It is exceedingly important that the pédiatrie
surgeon should acquaint himself with the anatomy
of the child. The teaching in this respect is
usually very imperfect, since routine dissections
are usually made upon adults, and the ordinary
graduate has no knowledge whatever of children's
anatomy. The exceeding smallness of the organs
and tissues will be a surprise to one who has not
dissected infants and small children. The ex-

tremely narrow diameter of the trachea, for
instance, readily accounts for the great inter-
ference to respiration as seen in laryngeal diph-
theria." In his opening paragraph he remarks
further upon the well-known truth that " surgery
of childhood differs in many respects from surgery
of adult life, and requires special consideration
both by the general surgeon and the family
physician. The pédiatrie surgeon must necessarily
depend largely upon objective symptoms for his
conclusions; consequently he must possess a

high degree of acute observation, intelligence
and discrimination in arriving at a diagnosis and
in supervising the treatment."
The author takes up in their order all of the

important surgical subjects as applied to the child.

He insists upon the need of a broad general
knowledge of disease and the importance of close
co-operation between the internist, the surgeon
and the more narrow specialists. Many surgeons
have seemed to think that the special interest
in children's diseases is extremely limited, and
concerns itself with such conditions as epiphyseal
fractures, congenital malformations and abnor-
malities such as hydrocephalus, spina bifida, etc.,
and with unusual internal derangements such as
infantile stenosis of the pylorus. In fact, these
conditions are but special instances of the very
wide difference which exists between the disease
processes found everywhere throughout the body
in childhood on the one hand, and in adult life
on the other.
The book is anything but a treatise on ortho-

pedic surgery, though, indeed, the author does
devote several chapters to orthopedic surgery
proper, and extremely important chapters they
are. In this connection one may wish he had said
something more definite regarding the malfor-
mations and displacements of the digestive organs,
conditions which are now recognized as playing
an important part in the healthy development
of children, since they directly influence disease
processes in other parts of the.body.
While the writing is somewhat' disjointed and

fragmentary in places, the book holds well to-
gether as a whole. It is interesting and will be
an important addition to the library of the general
surgeon as well as of the pédiatrie surgeon.
The C\l=oe\liac Axis. By Pierre Descomps. Paris:
G. Steinheil. 1910.
This painstaking French work is the first of a

series projected by the author on his researches
in the surgical anatomy of the abdominal arteries.
The book is extremely thorough and lucid and is
beautifully illustrated. It would seem, however,
to be of less practical value to the surgeon than
to the anatomist interested in the study of arterial
variations.
Anemia. By Dr. P. Ehrlich and Dr. A. Laz-
arus. Part I. Vol. I. Normal and Pathologi-
cal Histology of the Blood. Second edition
(enlarged and to a great extent rewritten). By
Dr. A. Lazarus and Dr. O. Naegeli. Trans-
lated from the German by H. W. Armit,
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. (London). With 5 illus-
trations in the text and 5 colored plates. New
York: Rebman Company. 1910.
This first volume of the second edition of Ehr-

lich's standard book on the blood, prepared for
publication by two of his pupils, is of particular
interest at this time when the author has become
so conspicuous for his work on atoxyl and other
arsenic derivatives in the treatment of trypanoso-
miasis and of syphilis. The illustrations are good
but rather few; the text is admirable, though the
translation is hardly idiomatic. As a manual of
hematology, this book is complete. Later vol-
umes may be expected to present in detail the
clinical aspects of certain blood diseases in the
light of the progress of the past ten years.
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